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COVID-19 Data
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COVID-19 New Daily Cases
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Testing
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COVID-19 New Daily Cases
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UVA Model
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Vaccination
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TAKEAWAYS
• At the state, health district, and local levels, COVID-19 cases are 

at an all-time high.
• Albemarle County continues to lead booster and vaccination 

rates.
• The local hospital systems are demonstrating strains.
• County has adjusted operations to reduce transmission.
• At this time, staff does not recommend a shift in public meeting 

posture to hybrid or in-person.
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LOCAL EMERGENCY
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• Local emergency is active
• Executive Order 84 re-confirmed that the COVID-19

pandemic is a “disaster”
• The local emergency will end when the Board, in its 

judgment, determines that “all emergency actions have been 
taken.” VC 44-146.21(A)

• Once the local emergency declaration ends, there is a 12-month 
period under the Continuity of Government ordinance to “return 
to normal operations”
• Virtual meetings are permissible, up to 12-months

• The local emergency allows for, but does not require, virtual 
meetings. 



FOIA
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• Once the local emergency declaration ends, there is a 12-month 
period under the Continuity of Government ordinance under 
which we could continue to hold virtual-only meetings. 

• At such time of “return to normal operations”, FOIA 
requirements will once again apply, including:
• Members of the public body must be physically assembled
• Members of the public must have open access to the physical 

meeting location
• Quorum of the public body must be those in physical 

attendance
• Virtual access to a meeting of a public body is allowable and 

must also be provided to all members of the public.



Planning for Public Meetings
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Balancing Act

Effectiveness 
of the body

User 
experience

Reliability A/V 
Resources

FOIA 
obligations
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Framework

Legislative Bodies - Hybrid
• Board
• School Board
• Planning Commission

Authorities/Decision-making Bodies – Virtual Access
• Broadband
• Economic Development
• Board of Zoning Appeals
• Board of Equalization
• Architectural Review Board

Committees/Boards – In-person
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Meeting Types
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Virtual meeting
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Hybrid meeting
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Virtual Access meeting
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In-Person meeting
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Implementation
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Phased Approach

Begin transition first 
with hybrid meetings
• Board, School Board
• Planning Commission

Resource/technology 
adjustments

Virtual-Access 
meetings

In-Person meetings
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Public bodies will remain virtual as we roll out.



In-Person Meetings

Resources
• County Conference Rooms dedicated for public body 

meetings
• Maintain database of other adequate meeting facilities 

around county

Protocols Informed by CDC Guidance
• Physical spacing
• Face coverings
• Cleaning protocols
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Guidance
• Recommendation: maintain virtual public meeting posture
• Framework for meetings

• hybrid | virtual access | in-person
• Implementation phasing
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