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CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 
                     CITY COUNCIL AGENDA     
 

Background:   City staff has been looking at a block of properties located between 
Albemarle Street, Page Street, and 8th Street across from the Westhaven Community.  The 
City owns two parcels in the block, the railroad owns one, and four are privately held.  
There is a 50’ wide drainage easement that runs east to west through the site and crosses 
under the railroad. 
 
The site is zoned R-3 (Multi-Family Residential) and has the potential for redevelopment 
into mixed-income housing with the affordable units targeted for Westhaven or other 
CRHA residents.  There is also discussion about using one of the new units as the location 
for Promise Neighborhoods on a temporary basis, much as is being done with the Eco-
Remod House on Ridge Street. 
 
Discussion:  Two of the units are currently for sale and the owners have agreed to sell them 
to the City for redevelopment. 
 
The owner of 204 8th Street has agreed to sell for $60,000.  This property is assessed at 
$123,800.  The owner has moved out of state and is very interested in selling.  We actually 
have a contract to purchase that was entered into pending Council approval. 
The other parcel is 210 8th Street.  It is assessed at $126,500 and the owner has agreed to 
sell for $80,000.  This couple also owns 708 Page Street and have recently rehabilitated it 
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and are asking substantially more for it.  They purchased 210 8th Street with the intention to 
rehab it and sell but now desire to recoup their investment and move on. 
 
We have approached the other owner and are waiting to hear from him.  We have also been 
in contact with the railroad about a possible donation. 
 
Budgetary Impact:   $140,000. Funds available from the Charlottesville Housing Fund (P-
00439). 
 
Recommendation:  Staff recommends that Council allocate funds for the purchase of these 
two lots.  While the ultimate goal is to assemble all properties on the block for 
redevelopment, these properties are available now and they may not be when the others are. 
 Even if we could not acquire the others, this purchase will enable us to purchase and 
remove these structurally deficient homes and replace them with new energy efficient ones. 
 
Because the City cannot directly purchase the properties, the attached resolution is written 
to allocate the funds and allow staff to negotiate with one of our non-profit partners to make 
the purchase and hold the land until final decisions on the total scope of the project.  This 
allows us to control the site pending the larger development. 
 
Alternatives:  N/A 
 
Attachments:   Fact Sheet on Properties 
   Contract for 204 8th Street. 
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RESOLUTION 
ALLOCATION OF CHARLOTTESVILLE HOUSING FUND DOLLARS  

$140,000 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Charlottesville, Virginia that the sum of $140,000 is hereby allocated from currently 
appropriated funds in the Charlottesville Housing Fund (P-00439) account in the capital 
projects fund: 
 

Purchase of Properties on 8th St. and Page St.  $140,000 
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