
AN ADVOCATE FOR OUR FUTURE. TODAY.

Charlottesville Tomorrow

230 Court Square, Suite 201, Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

434.295.4955, www.cvilletomorrow.org

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2007 City of Charlottesville City Council Candidate Interview 
September 2007 
Candidate: David Brown (D) 
 
On November 6, 2007, voters in the City of Charlottesville go to the polls to elect 
three members of City Council.  This recording is Sean Tubbs’ September 6, 
2007 interview with David Brown, a Democratic candidate in the race.  The other 
candidates in this race are Satyendra Huja (D), Barbara Haskins (I), Peter 
Kleeman (I) and Holly Edwards (D). 
 
 
The audio of this interview is available online on the Charlottesville Tomorrow 
Weblog http://cvilletomorrow.typepad.com/charlottesville_tomorrow_/2007/09/brown.html 
 
Complete election coverage is available on the Charlottesville Tomorrow website 
http://action.cvilletomorrow.org/cvilleaction/elections.html  
 
 
INTERVIEW 
 
Mr. Brown, thank you for participating in this interview with Charlottesville 
Tomorrow.  The complete audio and written transcript for this interview will 
be available on the Internet.  Information from this interview will be used in 
the compilation of Charlottesville Tomorrow’s non-partisan voter guide.  
Charlottesville Tomorrow does not endorse any candidates and our goal is 
to provide information to the public so they can make an informed vote on 
issues related to land use, transportation and community design.   
 
As you are aware, some of the questions you will be asked have been 
provided in advance, others have not.  All City Council candidates will be 
asked the same questions.   
 
1. Please describe your past political experience and what qualifies you to 

be on City Council.  
 

Well, I’ve lived in Charlottesville for 31 of the last 35 years.  I went to UVA; 
spent four years in Portland, Oregon going to chiropractor school, and since 
1982 I’ve lived here continually and I’ve been involved with this City in a pretty 
wide range.  I’m a small business person as a chiropractor.  Both my children 
have been educated in the City schools.  They’re both now in college.  I’ve 
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been on the boards of a number of organizations.  I was president of a 
neighborhood association.  I ran a soccer program for low income kids and on 
top of that, I’ve now spent almost four years on City Council.  

2. In June 2006, the City and County signed off on a 50-year water supply 
plan that includes a new dam at the Ragged Mountain Reservoir and a 
new pipeline connecting it to the South Fork Rivanna Reservoir.  Do you 
support this plan?  Why or why not? 
 
Yes, I do support the plan.  I think it’s a good plan.  I think Ridge Schuyler of 
the Nature Conservancy deserves some real credit for coming up with the key 
ingredient of it.  The plan stays in the water shed and the plan also—  The big 
issue on expanding Ragged Mountain is filling it because it fills slowly.  It 
doesn’t have a big basin to drain from and Ridge’s contribution was to say, 
well, why don’t we have a pipeline from the beginning of the South Fork 
Reservoir and that means we don’t hurt the rivers.  I don’t know if it’s the 
Moorman’s or the Mechum’s.  You can correct that when you quote, use this 
quote, but it means we don’t impact the rivers.  The rivers have already 
flowed into the dam and then we take the water and so I think it’s a good plan 
and I think it’s a good idea.  We need to move forward as quickly as we can 
on it. 

3. In addition to community concerns about an adequate water supply to 
accommodate growth and prepare for droughts, recent commercial and 
residential developments in Albemarle County have had to address 
inadequate sewer infrastructure.  In general, what will the financial 
impact be on ratepayers for public water and sewer to complete the 50-
year water supply plan and update and expand our aging sewer 
facilities? 

 
Well, there’re going to be significant impacts on City and County residents to 
pay for both of these.  One of the things we haven’t worked out with the water 
supply plan is exactly how we’re going to apportion paying for it and it goes 
without saying the City’s not growing a lot; the County is.  That has to be 
taken into account as we figure out who has to pay for the expansion.   

 
The aging infrastructure issues in some ways impact the City more.  That 
becomes more of a City issue.  The County has the issue of providing new 
infrastructure.  We have the issue of making sure our existing infrastructure is 
intact and that’s going to be a significant cost and it’s going—  The costs are 
going to have to be borne by everybody.    
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4. How would you define quality growth for our community? 
 

Well, I would define it as growth that embraces sustainability, both economic 
sustainability and environmental sustainability which means attention to 
energy efficiency, water use, storm water management, that embraces low 
impact development, preserves or plants trees, is accessible to transit.  That’s 
how I would define it. 
 

5. Do you support the Meadowcreek Parkway which VDOT plans to 
advertise for construction in 2008?  Why or why not?   

 
Well, I do support the Parkway.  Since I’ve been on Council, I’ve been more 
convinced of the need for this road.  I think that [Route] 29 is going to get 
worse before it gets better with the development of Albemarle Place and we 
need to make sure that people coming from the north side of Charlottesville 
can access Downtown.  I think the Meadowcreek Parkway will help allow that.  
I think that it also helps lessen the impact that’s currently being borne by a 
number of neighborhoods, the Park Street neighborhoods in particular, and I 
also think that what’s important about supporting the Meadowcreek Parkway 
is that it be part of a plan, that it not be the only road that we build, that we 
find ways to build other roads that connect the City and the County and 
connect one portion of the County to another and that the Meadowcreek 
Parkway enhance pedestrian and trail access both into the Park and also 
from the northern side of Charlottesville into Charlottesville. 
 

6. What are your overall transportation priorities for the City of 
Charlottesville?  

 
Well, I think to improve transit and I think we’re moving in that direction with 
the Regional Transit Authority to improve the walk-ability and bike-ability, if 
those are words, within the City and I think that that not only means 
infrastructure changes, but making sure that development and density occurs 
in the right places.  It occurs in places where people can reasonably expect to 
walk and improving connectivity, not just looking at the Meadowcreek 
Parkway but looking at Hillsdale Drive connection, looking at the Fontaine 
connection between Sunset Avenue and Fontaine Avenue, looking at the 
southern connector and eastern connector. 
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7. What are your views on working more closely with the County and the 
University of Virginia to jointly operate a regional transit system?  What 
will you do to promote the use of public transportation, pedestrian 
trails, and bicycle paths? 

 
I think that working more closely with the County and University is critically 
important to expanding transit and I think that we’re moving in that direction 
with the Regional Transit Authority.  I think the trade is that the City be willing 
to give up sole control over the transit system but in return, the County has to 
dramatically increase funding.  You know, the City spends a lot more to fund 
transit than the County does and the County I think this year made a good 
faith effort by increasing their funding by a quarter million.   

 
The University of Virginia may or may not be part of a regional transit 
authority but we shouldn’t overlook the fact that the University and the City 
Transit System currently work very well together.  The University pays for 
both student, staff and faculty to be able to ride the City buses at no cost.  
They also allow Charlottesville residents to ride their buses and I think that 
we’re working towards not having duplication of services on their routes, but 
rather integrating the two. 

 
The second question—to promote transit transportation.  You know, I think 
the best way to promote the use of public transportation, pedestrian trails and 
bicycle paths is to improve them.  It’s not so much as advertising or promotion 
as it is to make the buses the more reliable which I think we’ve made some 
big strides on and make it more effective, go more places, run more often, run 
on Sundays, run on holidays.  I think we need to expand bike lanes so people 
feel like they have a safe commute on their bike and not a mostly safe 
commute on their bike and we need to have more sidewalks and we need to 
make sure our crosswalks are safe and I think we’re taking strides in that 
direction.  We put a lot more money into all of those this year in our CIP 
budget and I think we need to continue to do that. 

8. What is missing in Downtown’s retail sector and what might City 
Council do about it?  What will your priorities be for development in and 
around the Downtown Mall area, including the city-owned parking lots 
between Water Street and South Street?  

 
Well, two things are dramatically missing in Downtown.  One which I’m sure 
everyone who’s answered this question has mentioned is a grocery store.  I 
think for people to have to pretty much drive to Barracks Road or to drive out 
5th Street in order to get groceries is a problem, although I think more and 
more people are shopping at Reid’s Market just because it’s expanding what 
they hold, but we need a grocery.  We also need a sort of mainstream 
clothing and shoe store.  I think it hurt a lot that residents who live near 
downtown of all socioeconomic levels when A&N left the Mall and so I think 
we need those two and what can we do about it?  Our Economic 
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Development Office works on trying to attract those types of businesses, you 
know, seeks them out, tries to create opportunities. 

 
The other priorities I have for development in and around the Downtown Mall 
is that it not just be upscale.  I think there was a proposed development in the 
gated parking lot on Water Street that would’ve been very upscale 
condominiums and I think that worried a lot of us, feeling that that’s just a 
critically important piece of real estate that we don’t want it just to go to a 
single use.  That kind of ignores its connection to the rest of the community 
and the rest of the area which is why we’re having a design competition this 
fall to see if we can come up with some great ideas that would entice the kind 
of development that would really benefit everyone Downtown.  

 
And finally we need to keep the City Market downtown and that’s also a goal 
of the design competition is, but whether it’s in that location or some nearby 
location, we need to make sure we keep that Downtown. 
 

9. The City Council’s 2025 vision statement identifies economic 
sustainability as a key objective.  What do you think needs to be done to 
support that objective, and what role should government play to 
promote economic vitality? 
 
Well, one of the things we need to do, we need to continue to, and we need to 
improve, we’re currently working on to have a skilled workforce whose skills 
meet the need of the emerging business community.  That’s in our public 
schools, it’s in adult ed, CATEC, partnerships with the University of Virginia, 
with PVCC.   

 
Secondly, we need to continue to support small and emerging businesses.  
We have a new center that’s working on that.  And, thirdly, we need to make 
the Downtown be an attractive place for businesses, a place where people 
want to locate, which means it needs to be safe.  We need to continue to 
have good schools where people feel like that their employees will want to 
live here and what we need in particular is to attract businesses for which 
there are career paths for our residents, you know, not just service industry 
businesses, a business where people can acquire skills and move up the 
ladder. 

10. Do we have appropriate resources in City government to achieve the 
objectives in our strategic plan?  In what way, if any, do we need to 
make changes?  What impact will your recommendations have on 
staffing and the annual budget?   
 
That’s a good question and you can kind of look at it in two sections:  
resources being people and resources being money.  On the people side, you 
know, I feel like we have a level of staffing that’s adequate and we have some 
really good people who work for the City and, in particular, I can just single 
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out a few.  I think we have a fabulous Chief of Police in Tim Longo.  We 
have—  Mike Svetz was a great hire for running our Parks Department.  I 
think we have a new IT Director who comes in with a great resume.  I think 
we have some very good people in the City.   

 
There are some areas where I feel like we might need to expand a little bit.  If 
the pace of development continues to be as high as it has been, I feel like it 
overwhelms Neighborhood Development Services, our planners, and that’s 
where our new hires have been--City Engineer, planning staff and it may be 
to really do a good job we need more in that department. 

 
The second thing we need to do is we need to put the resources in so we can 
compete for and attract police officers.  We really need a fully-staffed Police 
Department to handle our growth, to handle traffic.   

 
The second part is spending and where we mainly will be challenged with 
money issues is in our infrastructure, whether it’s in managing storm water, 
roads and sidewalks, aging buildings, those are the issues I think that are 
going to be a challenge for us financially and we may find ourselves having to 
increase our spending.  Hopefully, we can offset it with efficiencies in other 
areas. 

11. The County Board of Supervisors is currently reviewing the proposed 
Biscuit Run development.  At 3,100 homes, this would be the largest 
single development in the County’s history.  Do you believe Biscuit Run 
will be quality growth in our community?  Why or why not? 
  
Well, I think it’s hard for Biscuit Run to meet my definition of quality growth--
environmentally sustainable and economically sustainable--so I’m not a big 
fan of what’s going on at Biscuit Run.  I think it’s certainly overwhelming the 
natural environment that existed there and I think it also has potential to 
overwhelm the built environment—the roads and the infrastructure that it’s 
going to—  That’s a lot of houses and that’s a lot of people.  I mean, 
compared to the size of Charlottesville, it’s—-  I don’t know, there are 10,000 
homes in Charlottesville and some 15—  I don’t know how many thousands 
there are, but 3,100 homes is a lot of homes.   

 
And I kind of disagree a little bit with the premise that has underlay, underlie, 
a lot of the growth in the County which is the idea that, well, we’re growing at 
a certain rate and we need to provide adequate homes for these people to 
live because I think part of what happens when you have a development like 
this is they advertise themselves, they promote themselves, and you end up 
attracting more people moving here because you’ve now planned this 
development, so I think that I’m worried in the zeal to anticipate growth that 
the County is also contributing to growth. 
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12. What is your top priority for action by City Council if you are elected?  
 

Well, you know, the thing I’m most interested in is seeing the City move 
forward on the commitment to the [U.S. Mayors Climate Protection 
Agreement].  We signed that a year ago and we committed ourselves to 
decreasing carbon emissions, basically energy use, in Charlottesville to 7% 
below 1994 levels, maybe, I can’t remember exactly—by the year 2012.  In 
order to do that, we have to get—  It can’t just be City action that affects that.  
It has to be the idea of being responsible with energy use.  It has to include 
everybody.  It has to include the private sector, the building community, 
businesses, and it has to include individuals and so we have to somehow get 
people to realize this is actually a win/win.  Not only do we do our part to help 
the environment but we all save energy and we all save money and part of 
the challenge I believe and what I want to see us really make sure we do as 
we take steps towards that is to make sure that those benefits of saving 
energy and saving money extend into the low income community so that all of 
Charlottesville participates and benefits. 

 
It’s easy to say, well, you can save a lot of money and a lot of energy if you 
buy fluorescent light bulbs, but if they cost four or five bucks a bulb, some 
people are going to feel like, well, I can’t really afford to do that and so we 
need to think creatively on how to make sustainability become something that 
the entire community embraces. 
 

13. In your opinion is the state government adequately funding our 
transportation needs?  If not, what steps will you take to ensure priority 
transportation projects are actually funded and completed in a 
reasonable timeframe? 

 
Well, I don’t think there’s anyone in the State who would say that the State is 
adequately funding transportation needs.  I think State funding of 
transportation is just plain broken and hopefully, they’re going to fix it.  I think 
this will required a sea change in the General Assembly in order to fix it, but in 
the meantime, we can’t just sit on our hands and wait.  We have things that 
have to get done and I believe that we need to work with Albemarle County 
and—-  Albemarle County and the City of Charlottesville need to get together, 
create a transportation district that will enable us to raise money, either 
through assessments on property or what I think is a better idea is a local gas 
tax in order to float bonds and pay for some road improvements ourselves.  I 
think that is what we need to be moving forward on and the sooner we can 
get started, the better.   

 
People will say, well, the State’s not going to let you do that.  Well, but that 
doesn’t mean we can’t try.  The State doesn’t like anything that—  A lot of 
people in the State government don’t like anything that requires raising of 
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taxes, raising of gasoline taxes, but I think we have to find a way to create our 
own bondable revenue streams locally to pay for roads. 

 
14. The University of Virginia is moving forward with numerous major 

construction projects to improve and expand their facilities.  In what 
ways does this impact our community?  How would you characterize 
the level of cooperation between the City and the University and in what 
way will you seek to make changes? 

 
Well, UVA is moving forward with a lot of construction projects and it has 
impacts in terms of congestion while things are being built.  Perhaps some 
congestion and issues after things are built, but we should never lose sight of 
the fact that the vibrancy of the University of Virginia is what makes us the 
community we are and I think that the health of UVA is very important to the 
health of not just the City but the region. 

 
I think that the level of cooperation between the City and the University is 
better than it’s been for a long time and I think that the University deserves a 
lot of credit.  I think they learned from the parking garage controversy on Ivy 
Road the importance of not only meeting early and often with the City and 
with the neighborhoods but really listening and gathering input on what can 
make their projects a better project and they did a great job with that on the 
South Lawn project.  I think everyone there felt like UVA not only met with 
them but really considered the input the neighborhood had to make it a good 
project, so I think—  At the moment, there’s no big changes that I feel need to 
be made other than we need to continue to work well together. 

 
15. The City Board of Architectural Review and the City Planning 

Commission have recommended restrictions on by-right building 
heights in the Downtown Mall, Water Street, and South Street areas.  If 
elected, would you support ordinance changes that would allow nine-
story buildings only with a special use permit?  Why or why not? 

 
Well, I think the Board of Architecture Review and the Planning 
Commission— actually what happened was a special committee was 
appointed to look at that, had a couple of people from each of those bodies, 
has now reported to those bodies and I think they’re doing a great job of 
making sure that the Mall doesn’t lose what it has by being overwhelmed with 
tall buildings that are built out to the maximum extent. And I think ordinance 
changes that not only make it clear—  That place limits on, whether it’s height 
limits or story limits, on the buildings are important and allow more by special 
use permit, but also being really clear in terms of step-back requirements, 
making sure there’s no shading of the Mall or other adjacent structures.  I 
think the recommendations of this committee and what I anticipate will be 
from the Planning Commission and the Board of Architecture Review I think 
are a needed development. 
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16. What are your priorities for improving the City’s public recreational 
facilities and urban green spaces?  
 
Well, I think we need to make sure that we maintain the neighborhood focus 
of our recreation facilities.  I think we need to look for partnerships such as 
with the Boys & Girls Club and potentially the YMCA.  We need to look to 
make sure that our investment in recreation meets the needs of City 
residents, not regional residents, but City residents and, in particular, meets 
the needs of kids and I think we need to work hard to protect the urban green 
spaces because a lot of the spaces that we’ve taken for granted as being 
green and wooded are now being developed and so the places that are 
publicly owned need to be protected. 
 

17. What do you see as the primary responsibilities of City Council? 
 

Well, probably I would narrow it to two.  One is setting policy and providing 
direction to the City, figuring out, you know, establishing priorities, getting 
input from residents on the priorities and setting the budget, being one.  But 
secondly and just as importantly, is being sort of the conduit between staff 
and the public and I think that—  Sometimes I think people feel inhibited from 
bothering City Council when they have a problem or an issue or they think 
there’s a neighborhood issue or a neighborhood problem or something they 
think needs to be addressed and they’re inhibited from contacting City 
Council.  I actually feel like that that’s our big role, a big role for us—  Being 
on City Council is not a full-time job and I think it’s intentional that we be 
citizens who are overseeing the working of the government. 
 

David Brown, thank you very much for participating. 
 

 

 


